


 
 
 

 
Information Compliance & Records Management Unit, Information Management Branch, Greater Manchester Police 

Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS 

Section 31(1)(a)(b) – Law enforcement  
Section 31 is a qualified and prejudice-based exemption and as such, subject to a harm and 
public interest test. 
 
Harm  
To disclose the mobile speed camera visit durations would provide misleading and potentially 
dangerous information into the public domain. This would create a perception of acceptable 
times to travel at excess speed levels that motorists may believe mobile speed cameras are 
not in operation and may encourage individuals to travel above particular speed limits. The 
faster the traffic travels through such areas, the higher the risk of accidents to motorists and 
pedestrians. This would also give an advantage to those who are intent on committing 
speeding offences and avoid detection. This would impact on the law enforcement capabilities 
of GMP in the prevention and detection of crime and the apprehension or prosecution of 
offenders. 
  
Public Interest Test  
Factors Favouring Disclosure  
The disclosure of the mobile speed camera visit durations would assist the populous in taking 
steps to better protect themselves. It would also show GMP’s accountability in the use of public 
funds when policing this area.  
 
Factors Favouring Non-Disclosure  
Conversely to the factors in favour of disclosure, to publicly release the mobile speed camera 
visit times and durations would impact on the law enforcement capabilities of GMP. It would 
allow those road users intent on travelling at excess speed to work out when the mobile 
cameras will not be in operation, allowing them to drive above the speed limit without 
generating a fine. This would impact of GMP’s ability to prevent and detect crime and 
apprehend or prosecute offenders. Additionally, this would undoubtedly increase the risk of the 
health and safety of pedestrians and other motorists within the area.  
 
Balancing Test  
When balancing the public interest test GMP has to consider whether the information should 
be released into the public domain, therefore arguments need to be weighed against each 
other.  
 
The most persuasive reason for disclosing the information would be the fact that disclosure 
would encourage transparency, which needs to be weighed against the strongest reasons for 
non-disclosure, which in this case is the likelihood of individuals being put at risk. The safety 
of the communities GMP police is of paramount importance and the Force would not 
detrimentally impact on that safety by disclosing harmful information in response to a FOI 
request. Therefore, having considered all the factors for and against disclosure it is the decision 
at this time to maintain the above exemption and withhold information from disclosure. 
 
I have provided the information you have requested in questions, 1, 4 and 5 below.  
 

1. Mobile speed cameras were deployed sixteen times in the requested period.  
4. In total, 461 offenders were detected in the area requested between the specified dates.  
5. On each occasion, the highest detected speed was: 
 

Highest speed  
51mph  
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