Information Compliance & Records Management Unit
Information Management Branch

Our ref: GSA 719/23

Please quote our reference
number when responding

Monday, 06 March 2023

Dear Rachel Mairs,
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: GSA 719/23

| write in connection with your request for information dated 06/02/2023, | note you seek access
to the following information:

Please find below a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act from which
relates to Clare’s Law, also known as the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme, for ITV Gra-

nada Reports.

1. How many requests for information under the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme did
the force receive each calendar year for 2020, 2021 and 20227

2. How many of those requested went on to receive that information?
3. How many requests were not given the information?
4. Of those that were denied the information, what was the reason for the refusal?

Result of Searches

Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police
to locate information relevant to your request. | can confirm that some of the information you
have requested is held by Greater Manchester Police.

Questions 1 & 2 — we hold the data

Question 3 - Disclosures are authorised if there is relevant information to be disclosed. ‘No
Disclosure’ data we record includes instances where there is no relevant information to dis-
close, the applicant has withdrawn their DVDS application, or the applicant is already aware
of the relevant information. ‘No Disclosure’ does not mean that the police have refused to
disclose relevant information.



Question 4 - GMP does not hold the information that you have requested in an easily retriev-
able format. To provide the data regarding Questions 4 would involve a manual search of all
relevant records.

In order to understand the reason behind each ‘No Disclosure’ case (i.e. no relevant infor-
mation to disclose, applicant withdrew application, applicant already aware of information), we
would need to manual review all of Domestic Abuse records. To review all of the Domestic
Abuse records for 3 year worth of data, it is anticipated it would take in excess of 18hours to
provide the requested information.

Therefore, as per section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the cost of providing
you with the information is above the amount to which we are legally required to respond i.e.
the cost of locating and retrieving the information exceeds the ‘appropriate level’ as stated in
the Freedom of Information (Fees and Appropriate Limit) Regulations 2004.

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice.

GMP is obligated, pursuant to section 16(1) of the Act to provide you with advice and
assistance on refining your request to bring compliance within the fees limit. In order for the
force to keep this within the fees limit, the information that you are requesting will need to be
reduced to Questions 1 & 2. In addition, as explanation on Question 3, if you are happy with
the definition of ‘No Disclosure’ you may include the number of ‘No Disclosure’ to your refined
request. The resulting response cannot be guaranteed at this point as it will be dependent
upon the number of records that fall within the scope of any new request, as they would still
have to be manually assessed.

Should you wish to refine and resubmit your request in line with the advice above please re-

spond to freedomofinformation@gmp.police.uk.

Complaint Rights

Your attention is drawn to the attached sheet, which details your right of complaint.

Should you have any further inquiries concerning this matter, please email
FreedomOflnformation@amp.police.uk quoting the reference number above.

Yours sincerely,

(TR



COMPLAINT RIGHTS

Are you unhappy with how your request has been handled or do you think the decision is
incorrect?

You have the right to require Greater Manchester Police to review their decision.

Prior to lodging a formal complaint you are welcome and encouraged to discuss the decision
with the case officer that dealt with your request.

Ask to have the decision looked at again —
The quickest and easiest way to have the decision looked at again is to telephone the case
officer that is nominated at the end of your decision letter.

That person will be able to discuss the decision, explain any issues and assist with any prob-
lems.

Complaint

If you are dissatisfied with the handling procedures or the decision of Greater Manchester
Police made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 regarding access to information, you
can lodge a complaint with Greater Manchester Police to have the decision reviewed.

Complaints should be made in writing and addressed to:

Information Compliance & Records Management Unit Manager
Information Management Branch

Greater Manchester Police

Openshaw Complex

Lawton Street

Openshaw

Manchester

M11 2NS

The Information Commissioner

After lodging a complaint with Greater Manchester Police if you are still dissatisfied with the
decision you can make an application to the Information Commissioner for a decision on
whether the request for information has been dealt with in accordance with the requirements
of the Act.

For information on how to make an application to the Information Commissioner please visit
their website at www.ico.org.uk. Alternatively, phone or write to:

Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Phone: 01625 545 700





