GREATER MANCHESTER

POLICE

Our ref: 01/FOI/23/011325/A

Please quote our reference
number when responding

Friday, 13 October 2023

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: 01/FOI/23/011325/A

| write in connection with your request for information dated 14/09/2023, | note you seek access

to the following information:
A. Please could you provide statistics for all rape and sexual offences recorded from

September 2022 to September 2023?
B. Please can these numbers be broken down by type of sexual offence and borough, plus
age and sex of both victim and perpetrator?

Result of Searches

Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police
to locate information relevant to your request. | can confirm that the information you have
requested is held by Greater Manchester Police.

The information below is held by GMP but | am not obliged to provide it as an exemption
applies:

e Type of sexual offence breakdown by district

e Age of victims and offenders

Please see the exemptions listed after the response data.

Caveats

In July 2019, GMP implemented one of the largest IT infrastructure changes in UK policing.
The systems are in continual development and the data provided for this request is what the

systems currently hold.

e The crime grand total is all the crimes recorded as either 'Rape' or 'Other Sexual
Offences' (OSO) for the period 01/09/2023-31/08/2023.



e The recorded time relates to when the crime was recorded and not when the incident
occurred.

o Where possible duplicates have been removed.

e The data provided for this request is subject to change as crimes are progressed and/or

updated.
CoM Central 407 774
CoM North 547 706
CoM South 290 527
Salford 404 656
Tameside 277 514
Stockport 265 560
Bolton 433 747
Wigan 375 766
Trafford 197 394
Bury 236 498
Rochdale 332 604
Oldham 400 644
Other 85 99
Total 4248 7489

Victim Count of Crime Person Gender at Time of Crime : Gender Description
Female 9052
Invalid Value 9
Male 1948
Missing

Value 497
Unknown 26
Grand Total 11532

Offender Count of Crime Person Gender at Time of Crime : Gender Description
Female 643
Invalid Value 2
Male 7052
Missing

Value 4085




Unknown 34
Grand Total 11816

The “type of sexual offence breakdown by district” & “Age of victims and offenders” has been
exempt from disclosure by virtue of the following exemptions:

e Section 40(2) — Personal Information

e Section 30(1)(2)(a) — Investigations and Proceedings Conducted by Public
Authorities

e Section 38(1) — Health and Safety

Section 30 is a class based qualified exemption; there is a requirement to carry out a public
interest test, which can be seen below.

Section 38 is a prejudice based qualified exemption; there is a requirement to articulate the
harm that would be caused in disclosing such information as well as carrying out a public

interest test, which can be seen below.

Section 40 — Personal Information

The disclosure of this information constitutes personal data and is therefore exempt from
disclosure. Personal data is defined by Article 4 of the GDPR and Part 1 of the Data Protection
Act 2018 and means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person
(‘data subject’). An identified natural person is one who can be identified directly or indirectly
from that data.

Section 40(2) of the FOIA, as to disclose this information would contravene the first of the data
protection principles. This states that personal data should be processed lawfully, fairly and in
a transparent manner. It is the fairness aspect of this principle which, in our view, would be
breached by disclosure. In such circumstances Section 40 confers an absolute exemption on
disclosure and therefore there is no requirement for us to conduct a public interest test

Sections 30 & 38

Harm on Section 38

This Act provides the public with a general right of access to recorded information held by
public authorities. However, information disclosed under this Act is effectively released into the
public domain, or to the ‘wider world’, and not only to the person making the request.

To disclose the information that you have requested which may not already be in the public
domain would undoubtedly have an impact on the health and safety of the victims and family



members of the victims. Such information being disclosed could resurface these traumatic
experiences and cause the victims and victim’s family to again revisit this terrible period of their
lives.

Protecting the safety of the public is of paramount importance to GMP and information that
would compromise such health and safety would not be disclosed within a response to a
Freedom of Information request.

Public Interest Test

Factors Favouring Disclosure on Section 30

To disclose the exempt information, into the public domain, would show GMP’s accountability,
and satisfy the public, that investigations into such incidents are being conducted correctly. It
would also show GMP’s use of public funds investigating incidents of this nature.

Factors Favouring Non-Disclosure on Section 30

Conversely to the factors in favour of disclosure, to publicly release the data that could be from
an investigation that remains open may seriously undermine GMP’s ability to complete the
investigation to a full and correct conclusion.

Factors Favouring Disclosure on Section 38

There may be occasions when it is appropriate to disclose information that would have an
impact on the health and safety of an individual or the public in general. It could raise
awareness in relation to this incident and encourage the public to come forward with any new
information that could assist police investigations.

Factors Favouring Non-Disclosure on Section 38

Although some information that may or may not already be in the public domain and that relates
to the victims. Due to the nature of the crime committed, and that disclosure under FOI is
disclosure to the world at large with no specific controls, which is likely to cause an individual
mental and physical harm (for example, victims, the family of the victims, and that of the people
acquitted of the crime) as disclosure could cause unwanted attention.

Overall Balancing Test on Sections 30 & 38

When balancing the public interest Greater Manchester Police has to consider whether the
information should be released into the public domain. Arguments need to be weighed against
each other.

The most persuasive reason for disclosing the information would be openness. This needs to
be weighed against the strongest reason for non-disclosure which is concerns for the health
and safety, both mental and physical, of victims, families and friends of the victims.



Having considered all the factors for and against disclosure it is my belief that in this case, the
reason against disclosure outweighs the reason for disclosure and so the decision at this time
to maintain the above exemptions and withhold the information from disclosure.

In accordance with the Act, this letter represents a Refusal Notice for the particular pieces of
information.



