
Information Compliance & Records Management Unit, Information Management Branch, Greater Manchester Police 
Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS

Date:  17th December 2024 

Our ref: FOI/24/013709/P 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: FOI/24/013709/P 

I write in connection with your request for information dated 25/11/2024, received by Greater Manchester 
Police (GMP) for the following information: 

To the Greater Manchester Police FOI Officer, 

 As someone with deep ties to the city and its history, I am greatly 
concerned about the recent dispersal order issued at 12:13 PM on Saturday, [23rd November 
2024], which appears to have disproportionately targeted Gypsy, Romany, and Traveller 
communities in relation to Manchester’s Christmas Markets, The Town Center and The Arndale 
shopping center. 

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I request the following information: 

Details of the Authorisation: 

1.) A copy of the written authorisation issued under Section 34 of the Anti-social Behaviour, 
Crime and Policing Act 2014, including the specific grounds provided for its enforcement. 

1A.) The name and rank of the officer who authorised the order. 

1B.) The “specified locality” and the duration for which the order was active. 
Legal and Evidential Basis: 

2.) Evidence or rationale used to determine the "reasonable grounds" for issuing the order, 
specifically regarding the likelihood of: 

2a). Members of the public being harassed, alarmed, or distressed. 
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31+ 4 

Grand Total 32 

Question 4a – As of 02/12/2024, 57 complaint submissions have been made to GMP. 35 of the 57 
reports have been flagged as being mainly about the treatment of people within train stations. The 
remaining have been grouped as ‘General Police Response’ and complaints include racial profiling, 
use of force and aggressive tactics.  

Please note only 15 complaint submissions were people eligible to make a complaint. The rest had 
seen the matter online/social media and therefore ineligible, although they have been contacted and 
reassured that the matter is being examined. GMP has still logged these complaints.  

Question 5 – Please see the attached S34 Dispersal Notice. 

Question 6 – GMP issued 2 media releases on 23/11/2024.  

Dispersal order issued in Manchester City Centre and beyond to prevent and tackle ASB 

A Section 34 dispersal notice has been authorised across Greater Manchester. This equips officers 
with additional powers to prevent antisocial behaviour and deal with incidents more effectively. 

There will be an increase in police presence across Greater Manchester with officers patrolling around 
key areas. They will be able to instruct and advise anyone who is causing, or very likely to cause 
harassment, alarm, or distress to leave an area immediately. 

The order was put into place at 12:13pm today (23/11/2024) and will remain in effect for the next 48 
hours. 

This afternoon officers enforcing the order around Exchange Square arrested a man on suspicion of 
assaulting an emergency worker. 

Superintendent, Phil Spurgeon within GMP’s specialist operations unit said: “We are monitoring and 
managing a significant increase in footfall across Manchester City Centre and throughout our districts 
with groups of youth gathering together and causing disturbances. 

“I have authorised a dispersal order under S34 of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 
across all Greater Manchester. This is in response to a rising number of reports and in the interest of 
protecting the public from excessive anti-social behaviour, disorder, and criminality over the weekend. 

“This order should help visitors travel across GM with ease and enable residents to go about their 
daily activities. 

“There will be an increase in police presence with neighbourhood officers deployed. If you have any 
concerns, please do approach them, they are there to keep you safe. 

“If you see anything suspicious report it to police on 101. Always dial 999 in an emergency.” 

And in relation to an MEN enquiry about disproportionate policing of the Travelling community: 

A spokesperson said: “We are responding to reports of hundreds of youths gathering in Manchester 
City Centre and causing disturbances for retail staff and patrons of the markets. Additional powers 
have authorised enabling officers to manage groups involved in anti-social behaviour more effectively, 
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and so far, we have issued 40 dispersal orders which instructs someone likely to cause harassment, 
alarm, or distress to leave an area immediately.” 
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I have authorized a GM-wide Dispersal power in addition to a city 
centre one, to give us options around individuals who have travelled 
from outside the GMP area. If we display dispersed them from the city 
centre, they would either go to other GM towns, Trafford Centre, or 
return back into the city centre. 












