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Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS

Information Compliance and Records 
Management Unit (ICRMU) 
Information Management Branch  

Date: 05/01/2024 
Our ref: 01/FOI/23/011835/R  

 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: 01/FOI/23/011835/R 

I write in connection with your request for information dated 21/12/2023, received by Greater 
Manchester Police (GMP) for the following information:  

1) In the calendar year 2023 up to the date of this email, how many crimes were logged by
your force where the website Gumtree was recorded as being an element in the offence?

[Note: I would hope that this could be achieved by a computer search for recorded crimes 
looking at the modus operandi (MO) and/or 'investigation summary' fields for the word 
'Gumtree', 'gum tree'.] 

2) Please provide me with a table showing a breakdown of the crimes from Question 1 that are
‘linked’ to Gumtree by its mention in the MO and/or investigation summary field.

3) Please provide me with copies of the first 10 MOs and/or investigation summary fields that
mention Gumtree.

[Note: To avoid falling into an exemption I am content for the names, ages, geography, or any 
other detail to be redacted to allow for the disclosure of the incident and how it relates to 
Gumtree.] 
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Result of Searches 
 
Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police 
(GMP) to locate the requested information and I can confirm the information requested is held 
by GMP. However, I am not obliged to provide all of the requested information as an exemption 
applies.  
 
Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires Greater Manchester Police, when 
refusing to provide such information (because this information is exempt) to provide you, the 
applicant, with a notice which: (a) states that fact, (b) specifies the exemption in question and 
(c) states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies. Where 
redactions occur in the below table, this is because the information is exempt from disclosure 
by virtue of the following exemptions: Section 40(2)(a) – Personal Information. 
 
Where Section 40 has been used, this represents information that identifies a living individual, 
to disclose this information would breach the principles of the GDPR and the Data Protection 
Act 2018. Personal data is defined by Article 4 of the GDPR and Part 1 of the Data Protection 
Act 2018, and means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person 
(‘data subject’). An identified natural person is one who can be identified directly or indirectly 
from that data. 
 
Caveats 
 
In July 2019, GMP implemented one of the largest IT infrastructure changes in UK policing. 
The systems are in continual development and the data provided for this request is what the 
systems currently hold.  
 
This data contains crimes with a created date between 1st January 2023 and 21st December 
2023 where the crime description or crime MO description contains ‘gumtree’ or ‘gum tree’, 
excluding cancelled crimes. Further information about cancelled crimes can be obtained from 
the Home Office Counting Rules. Please note: 

o The keyword methodology does not account for spelling errors.  
o The appearance of the keywords in the text fields does not necessarily mean 

that records are relevant to this request.  
 
Reply 
 

1. 30 
2.   

Dummy 
Crime 
Reference 

Crime Latest Classification : 
HO 5 Digit Code Crime Latest Classification : HO Offence Level 

1 039/00 Theft from the person of another 
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2 034/01 Robbery - personal 

3 044/00 Theft of a pedal cycle 

4 195/94 Harassment 

5 048/01 Theft of a motor vehicle 

6 195/94 Harassment 

7 049/10 Theft if not classified elsewhere 

8 195/94 Harassment 

9 125/09 Causing intentional harassment, alarm or 
distress 
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10 195/94 Harassment 

11 008/72 Sending letters etc with intent to cause distress 
or anxiety 

12 008/72 Sending letters etc with intent to cause distress 
or anxiety 

13 048/01 Theft of a motor vehicle 

14 053/40 Fraud by False Representation 

15 195/94 Harassment 

16 040/00 Theft in a dwelling other than from automatic 
machine or meter 

17 048/01 Theft of a motor vehicle 
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18 125/09 Causing intentional harassment, alarm or 
distress 

19 049/10 Theft if not classified elsewhere 

20 195/94 Harassment 

21 053/40 Fraud by False Representation 

22 044/00 Theft of a pedal cycle 

23 008/72 Sending letters etc with intent to cause distress 
or anxiety 
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24 008/72 Sending letters etc with intent to cause distress 
or anxiety 

25 008/21 

Owner or person in charge allowing dog to be 
dangerously out of control in any place in 
England and Wales (whether or not in a public 
place) injuring any person or assistance dog 

26 049/10 Theft if not classified elsewhere 

27 049/10 Theft if not classified elsewhere 

28 045/10 Theft from a motor vehicle 

29 008/72 Sending letters etc with intent to cause distress 
or anxiety 

30 008/72 Sending letters etc with intent to cause distress 
or anxiety 

 
3.   










