
Information Compliance & Records Management Unit, Information Management Branch, Greater Manchester Police 
Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS

 

Date: 21st May 2024 

Our ref: FOI/24/012561/J 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: FOI/24/012561/J 

I write in connection with your request for information dated 30/04/2024, received by Greater Manchester 
Police (GMP) for the following information: 

[How many people arrested/charged for sending 'malicious messages' between April 2022 and 
April 2024] 

1. How many people charged and how many people cautioned under the Section 127 of the
Communications Act 2003? Between April 2022 and April 2024 - Broken down by year.

2. How many people charged and how many people cautioned under the Malicious
Communications Act 1988? Between April 2022 and April 2024 - Broken down by year.

3. What was the nature of these arrests/charges? For example, posting something on a social
media site.

Yes please, if you could proceed with the searches you have mentioned - that would be 
sufficient: 
888/35 – Triable Either way Offence – Communication Act 2003 (except Sec 125 and 126) and  
008/72 – Sending letters etc. with intent to cause distress or anxiety - Malicious 
Communications Act 1988 Sec 1 as amended by Criminal Justice and Courts Act 2015 Sec 32 

Result of Searches 
Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police (GMP) 
to locate the requested information and I can confirm the information requested is held by GMP.  

Caveats: 

In July 2019, GMP implemented one of the largest IT infrastructure changes in UK policing. The 
systems are in continual development and the data provided for this request is what the 
systems currently hold.  






