
Information Compliance & Records Management Unit, Information Management Branch, Greater Manchester Police 
Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS

 

Date:  26th September 2024 

Our ref: FOI/24/013153/B 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: FOI/24/013153/B 

I write in connection with your request for information dated 21/08/2024, received by Greater Manchester 
Police (GMP) for the following information: 

Request 1 
Please provide the number of incidents/crimes/reports received/attended by  Greater 
Manchester Police referencing 'Sodium Nitrite'. 
Please search records from 2018 to present Please break down the statistics by year and 
month 
2018 
2019 
2020 
2021 
2022 
2023 
2024 

Request 2 
Please provide the number of incidents/crimes/reports received/attended by Greater 
Manchester Police referencing 'Sodium Nitrate'. 
Please search records from 2018 to present Please break down the statistics by year and 
month 
2018 
2019 
2020 
2021 
2022 
2023 
2024 
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Request 3 
Please provide the number of incidents/crimes/reports received/attended by Greater 
Manchester Police referencing 'suicide kit'. 
Please search records from 2018 to present Please break down the statistics by year and 
month 
2018 
2019 
2020 
2021 
2022 
2023 
2024 

Request 4 
Please provide the number of incidents/crimes/reports received/attended by Greater 
Manchester Police  referencing 'website'. 
Please search records from 2018 to present Please break down the statistics by year and 
month 
2018 
2019 
2020 
2021 
2022 
2023 
2024 

CLARIFICATION 
For example: 

The total number of incidents/crimes/reports received/attended by GMP (all of these ie. any 
public contact by  GMP where sodium nitrite has been noted).  I am asking for this statistical 
data to be  broken down into the years requested and months of that particular year. 

And so on for the other keywords I have requested.   Please note both sodium nitrite and 
sodium nitrate have been requested. 

Result of Searches 

Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police (GMP) 
to locate the requested information and I can confirm the information requested is held by GMP. 
However, I am not obliged to provide all the information requested as exemption applies.  

Caveats for crime and incident data: 

In July 2019, GMP implemented one of the largest IT infrastructure changes in UK policing. The 
systems are in continual development and the data provided for this request is what the 
systems currently hold. 

This data contains incidents with a created date between 01/01/2018 and 31/08/2024 where the title, 
details or contact comments contains ‘sodium nitrate’, ‘sodium nitrite’, ‘suicide kit’ or ‘website’, 
excluding incidents with a closing code of L10 Duplicate, L19 Error or L22 Test or training. Please 
note: 

• The keyword methodology does not account for spelling errors.

• The appearance of the keywords in the text fields does not necessarily mean that records are
relevant to this request.





Crimes Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Incidents 

2018 

2019 

2020 

2021 

2022 

2023 

2024 

Total 

2018 22 21 13 22 24 20 31 14 20 29 23 20 

2019 18 15 21 17 20 16 23 10 27 13 16 27 

2020 11 16 24 12 19 21 24 26 21 13 23 26 

2021 24 15 24 20 23 22 15 20 19 17 15 21 

2022 14 19 21 16 22 19 24 23 20 47 38 34 

2023 51 33 43 35 43 49 39 46 44 36 33 28 

2024 46 38 32 40 41 36 25 41 0 0 0 0 

Total 186 157 178 162 192 183 181 180 151 155 148 156 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Attended 

28 26 37 40 25 30 29 23 21 25 17 35 83 

26 22 34 26 28 27 59 73 50 40 73 53 142 

75 69 67 67 131 62 53 68 55 74 67 71 269 

94 65 176 85 62 36 35 52 44 41 50 57 242 

34 45 51 48 68 86 76 99 78 109 82 87 117 

96 107 107 117 128 149 117 143 141 125 136 103 171 

163 128 106 122 107 89 109 131 0 0 0 0 87 

516 462 578 505 549 479 478 589 389 414 425 406 1,111 
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