


Information Compliance & Records Management Unit, Information Management Branch, Greater Manchester Police 
Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS

This request is seeking information regarding a named person whom you have stated is now 
deceased. As Section 40 is only appropriate for living individuals, it is not engaged for this request and 
therefore Section 38 is relied upon.  

Factors Favouring Confirmation or Denial – Section 38  

Confirmation or denial of the existence of the information would promote openness and transparency. 

Factors Against Confirmation or Denial – Section 38  

Confirmation or denial of the information relating to a deceased person would identify the individual 
and could subsequently cause distress and upset to the individual’s close family and friends.  

Balance Test 

The release of information under Freedom of Information (FOI) is a release into the public domain and 
not just to the individuals requesting the information. Once information is disclosed under FOI there is 
no control or limits as to who or how the information is shared with other individuals, therefore a 
release under FOI is considered a disclosure to the world in general.  

Confirmation or denial of whether Greater Manchester Police hold this information would amount to a 
release of information either on this occasion or on other occasions where a similar request is made.  

Whilst there is a public interest in the transparency of any information recorded by the police, there is 
also a strong public interest in maintaining confidence in GMP with regards to its handling of 
information. Information should not be released, if it is likely to have a detrimental effect on the 
physical or mental health of any individual, this includes the close family and friends of a deceased 
individual. It is for these reasons that the public interest must favour neither confirming or denying that 
the requested information is held.  

However, this should not be taken as conclusive evidence that the information you requested exists or 
does not exist. 




