
Information Compliance & Records Management Unit, Information Management Branch, Greater Manchester Police 
Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS

Information Compliance and Records 
Management Unit (ICRMU) 
Information Management Branch  

Date: 25/06/2025  
Our ref: 01/FOI/25/014673/X 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: 01/FOI/25/014673/X 

I write in connection with your request for information dated 28/05/2025, received by Greater 
Manchester Police (GMP) for the following information:  

Drones: 

1. Does your police force operate a drone program?

2. For each year between 2020 and 2024 how many drones has your police force
operated?

3. How much money has been invested in your police forces drone program, for each
year between 2020 and 2024?

4. Do you have a designated drone department or are they allocated to individual
officers?

5. Is drone training implemented internally or externally?

6. How much does it cost to train a drone pilot and how many hours does this take?

7. What changes are planned within your police force to better integrate drones in front
line policing?

8. Does your police force have future aspirations to operate drones as first a responder
in line with future legislative changes?

9. Does your police force share information with other police forces regarding their
drone programs, and its future integration?
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EMPASS / Helicopters: 
 

10. Does your police force own its own deployable helicopter or use EMPASS / similar 
program? 

 
11. For each year between 2020 and 2024, how many times did your police force deploy 

the helicopter? 
 

12. How much did your police force spend on EMPASS / internal helicopter programs 
for each year between 2020 and 2024? 

 
Vehicles - For each year between 2020 and 2024: 
 

13. How many of your police forces vehicles have been involved in road traffic collisions? 
 

14. How much has this cost your force in repairs / replacement vehicles? 
 

15. What % of your front-line officers are response driver trained (Yankee or golf using 
Avon and Somerset terms). 

 
16. What is the cost of training a response driver? 

 
17. How many hours / days does the course take? 

 
18. Is this training delivered internally or externally? 

 
Result of Searches 
 
Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police 
(GMP) to locate information relevant to your request. I can confirm that the information you 
have requested is held by GMP.  
 
CAVEATS: 
 
Please note that for questions 2 and 3 we are unable to provide yearly breakdowns. The figures 
provided cover the four-year period of your request.  
 
Regarding question 13, this information relates to police vehicle collisions only. No information 
is held prior to 2021. The increase in recent years is due to the amount we now record as the 
result of supervisory training inputs and the introduction of CRaSH force wide. 
 

1. Yes, GMP operate a drone programme.  
 

2. 8. 
 

3. £58,500 
 

4. Designated unit as part of the ‘Specialist Search and Drone Unit’ 
 






