
Information Compliance & Records Management Unit, Information Management Branch, Greater Manchester Police 
Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS

Date: 20/05/2025 
Our ref: 01/FOI/25/014707/Q 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: 01/FOI/25/014707/Q 

I write in connection with your request for information dated 06/05/2025, received by Greater Manchester 
Police (GMP) for the following information: 

I am writing to request the following information under the Freedom of Information act. 

1. From 2019 to the most recent data available, how many crimes were logged by your
police force where a slingshot was recorded as being an element in the offence? Please
provide a yearly breakdown in a table (Note: I would hope that this could be achieved by a
computer search on the MO of crimes for the word “slingshot” or synonyms like “catapult”)

2. Please provide me with a table showing a breakdown of the crimes from Question 1
that are 'linked' to slingshot/s by its mention in the MO for 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024
and 2025 by offence subgroup as per the Home Office counting rules.

Result of Searches 
Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police (GMP) 
to locate the requested information and I can confirm the information requested is held by GMP.  

Caveats: 

In July 2019, GMP implemented one of the largest IT infrastructure changes in UK policing. The 
systems are in continual development and the data provided for this request is what the 
systems currently hold. 

This data contains crimes with a created date between 01/01/2019 and 06/05/2025 where the crime 
description or crime MO description contains ‘slingshot’ or ‘catapult’, excluding cancelled crimes and 
crimes classified as fraud. Further information about cancelled crimes can be obtained from the Home 






