
Information Compliance & Records Management Unit, Information Management Branch, Greater Manchester Police 
Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS

Date: 16/09/2025 
Our ref: 01/FOI/25/015368/V 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: 01/FOI/25/015368/V 

I write in connection with your request for information dated 18/08/2025, received by Greater Manchester 
Police (GMP) for the following information: 

1. Please provide data showing how many report of shootings your force has received between
2020-2025. Please break data down per year. For the year 2025, please provide data as close to
the present date as possible.

Please search for the terms "gunshot", "gun shot", "shooting", "firearm", "bullet", "shot". 

A shooting is defined as the act of discharging a firearm. 

2. Please also provide data showing how many firearms you have recovered and confiscated
between 2020-2025. Please break data down per year. For the year 2025, please provide data as
close to the present date as possible.

See definition of a firearm here: 
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cps.gov.uk%2Fleg
al-
guidance%2Ffirearms&data=05%7C02%7Cfreedomofinformation%40gmp.police.uk%7C3c49d1
3905a944a0c92b08ddde727a21%7Cdcb8a542c40d46ab8f73e6023f45c7c5%7C0%7C0%7C63891
1305444105348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuM
DAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t1P
nPJjnPxy9xxcitIkbIATLtDHnwlpRKMk%2BK5gJAgg%3D&reserved=0 

Result of Searches 
Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police (GMP) 
to locate the requested information and I can confirm the information requested is held by GMP.  

However, GMP does not hold the information that you have requested in an easily retrievable format. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cps.gov.uk%2Flegal-guidance%2Ffirearms&data=05%7C02%7Cfreedomofinformation%40gmp.police.uk%7C3c49d13905a944a0c92b08ddde727a21%7Cdcb8a542c40d46ab8f73e6023f45c7c5%7C0%7C0%7C638911305444105348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t1PnPJjnPxy9xxcitIkbIATLtDHnwlpRKMk%2BK5gJAgg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cps.gov.uk%2Flegal-guidance%2Ffirearms&data=05%7C02%7Cfreedomofinformation%40gmp.police.uk%7C3c49d13905a944a0c92b08ddde727a21%7Cdcb8a542c40d46ab8f73e6023f45c7c5%7C0%7C0%7C638911305444105348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t1PnPJjnPxy9xxcitIkbIATLtDHnwlpRKMk%2BK5gJAgg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cps.gov.uk%2Flegal-guidance%2Ffirearms&data=05%7C02%7Cfreedomofinformation%40gmp.police.uk%7C3c49d13905a944a0c92b08ddde727a21%7Cdcb8a542c40d46ab8f73e6023f45c7c5%7C0%7C0%7C638911305444105348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t1PnPJjnPxy9xxcitIkbIATLtDHnwlpRKMk%2BK5gJAgg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cps.gov.uk%2Flegal-guidance%2Ffirearms&data=05%7C02%7Cfreedomofinformation%40gmp.police.uk%7C3c49d13905a944a0c92b08ddde727a21%7Cdcb8a542c40d46ab8f73e6023f45c7c5%7C0%7C0%7C638911305444105348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t1PnPJjnPxy9xxcitIkbIATLtDHnwlpRKMk%2BK5gJAgg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cps.gov.uk%2Flegal-guidance%2Ffirearms&data=05%7C02%7Cfreedomofinformation%40gmp.police.uk%7C3c49d13905a944a0c92b08ddde727a21%7Cdcb8a542c40d46ab8f73e6023f45c7c5%7C0%7C0%7C638911305444105348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t1PnPJjnPxy9xxcitIkbIATLtDHnwlpRKMk%2BK5gJAgg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cps.gov.uk%2Flegal-guidance%2Ffirearms&data=05%7C02%7Cfreedomofinformation%40gmp.police.uk%7C3c49d13905a944a0c92b08ddde727a21%7Cdcb8a542c40d46ab8f73e6023f45c7c5%7C0%7C0%7C638911305444105348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t1PnPJjnPxy9xxcitIkbIATLtDHnwlpRKMk%2BK5gJAgg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cps.gov.uk%2Flegal-guidance%2Ffirearms&data=05%7C02%7Cfreedomofinformation%40gmp.police.uk%7C3c49d13905a944a0c92b08ddde727a21%7Cdcb8a542c40d46ab8f73e6023f45c7c5%7C0%7C0%7C638911305444105348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t1PnPJjnPxy9xxcitIkbIATLtDHnwlpRKMk%2BK5gJAgg%3D&reserved=0


Information Compliance & Records Management Unit, Information Management Branch, Greater Manchester Police 
Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS

For GMP to be able to provide a response to this request it will require a substantial manual review of 
all the recorded crimes that relate to this request. Following a keyword search of incidents using the 
keywords provided, we have located over 29,000 records that would need to be reviewed to see if 
they are relevant to the request. Some reports may have been about hearing a loud bang like a 
gunshot but may not actually be related to a firearms discharge. Without completing this review, we 
would not be able to accurate provided data for question 1. 

If one part of the request engages a Section 12 response, the whole request will engage a Section 12 
response. The reason being is locating, retrieving and extracting any further information would only 
add to the already exceeded time obligations. 

Therefore, as per Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the cost of providing you with 
the information is above the amount to which we are legally required to respond i.e. the cost of 
locating and retrieving the information exceeds the ‘appropriate level’ as stated in the Freedom of 
Information (Fees and Appropriate Limit) Regulations 2004.  

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice. 

GMP is obligated, pursuant to section 16(1) of the Act to provide you with advice and assistance on 
refining your request to bring compliance within the fees limit. In order for the force to attempt to keep 
this within the fees limit, the information you are requesting will need revising with a reduced time 
frame to reword the request for the number of confirmed discharges. With any request that requires a 
manual review there is always a chance of a request being refused under S12 due to the enormity of 
work that is usually needed to provide the data, therefore the resulting response cannot be guaranteed 
at this point as it will be dependent upon the number of records that fall within the scope of any new 
request, as they would still have to be manually assessed.  

Should you wish to refine and resubmit your request in line with the advice above please respond to 
freedomofinformation@gmp.police.uk.  

mailto:freedomofinformation@gmp.police.uk



