




Information Access Unit, Information Management and Data Directorate, Greater Manchester Police, Openshaw Complex, 
Lawton Street, Manchester, M11 2NS

Disclosure would provide transparency in how GMP investigate crime and provide reassurance that 
tactics are being utilised appropriately to prevent and detect criminal activity. It would also serve to 
demonstrate that the police are open and accountable. 

Section 31 - Factors Against Confirmation or Denial 
The police have a duty of care to the community at large. If an FOI disclosure revealed information to 
the world (by citing an exemption or stating no information held) that would undermine an 
investigation, this could be used to offenders' advantage and would compromise potential victims and 
the public generally. It may also encourage offenders to alter their behaviours resulting in further, 
undetected crime.  

Balance Test 
The factors above highlight the merits of confirming, or denying, whether any other information 
pertinent to this request exists. The Police Service is charged with enforcing the law, preventing and 
detecting crime and protecting the communities we serve. As part of that policing purpose, various 
types of investigations may or may not be ongoing.  

GMP will never divulge whether any other information pertinent to a request does or does not exist, if 
to do so would compromise an ongoing investigation, or undermine the policing purpose in the 
effective delivery of operational law enforcement. Whilst there is a public interest in the transparency 
of policing operations and investigations it will be overridden in exceptional circumstances.  

Therefore, at this moment in time the balance test for neither confirming nor denying that any other 
information is held is appropriate. 

No inference can be taken from this refusal that further information does or does not exist. 




