
Information Access Unit, Information Management and Data Directorate, Greater Manchester Police, Openshaw Complex, 
Lawton Street, Manchester, M11 2NS

Date:  29/07/2026 
Our ref: 01/FOI/26/017325/N 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: 01/FOI/26/017325/N 

I write in connection with your request for information dated 28/07/2026, received by Greater Manchester 
Police (GMP) for the following information: 

I am seeking information relating to recorded crimes involving the use of a kirpan (the Sikh 
ceremonial sword). 

For each calendar year from 1 January 2021 to 27 July 2026 (or the most recent data available), 
please provide: 

1. The number of recorded crimes in which a "kirpan", "Sikh ceremonial sword", or "Sikh
dagger" is recorded as having been used, possessed, or otherwise associated with the
offence.
2. A breakdown of those offences by offence type or Home Office offence category for
each year.
3. A redacted copy of the crime report, incident summary, MO (modus operandi) text,
occurrence log, or other free-text narrative relating to each offence, with all personal data and
information identifying individuals removed as necessary.

If your force records this information through keyword searches rather than structured fields, I 
would be grateful if you could search for the terms "kirpan", "Sikh dagger" and "Sikh 
ceremonial sword" within relevant crime recording systems. 

Result of Searches 
Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police (GMP) 
to locate the requested information and I can confirm the information requested is held by GMP.  

However, I am not obliged to supply all the information as an exemption applies. 






