
Information Access Unit, Information Management and Data Directorate, Greater Manchester Police, Openshaw Complex, 
Lawton Street, Manchester, M11 2NS

Date: 17/02/2026 
Our ref: 01/FOI/26/016326/K 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: 01/FOI/26/016326/K 

I write in connection with your request for information dated 06/02/2026, received by Greater Manchester 
Police (GMP) for the following information: 

Following the introduction of the Pet Abduction Act 2024, police forces in England and 
Northern Ireland are now obliged to maintain data on the numbers of dogs and cats reported 
stolen in their respective areas. 
In order to build a picture of what is happening as regards cat abduction/theft in particular, 
since 2015 Pet Theft Awareness have been collating data using Freedom of Information 
requests from each police force across the UK. This data and our subsequent report (the Cat 
Theft Report 2022) helped inform the discussion as the Bill progressed through parliament. 
With a very few exceptions, most police forces have been very helpful and have consistently 
provided this information. I would therefore be grateful if you could complete my freedom of 
information request below: 

1. What was the total number of cat abduction crimes in 2025? (An additional request for cat
theft will be sent separately to distinguish)

2. What was the outcome (charge/summons, community resolution, active investigation,
evidential difficulties, no suspect identified) for each cat abduction crime in 2025?

3. Please list specific cat breed types with amounts (abducted in 2025) — or ‘breed
unrecorded’ or ‘mixed breed’?

Result of Searches 
Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police (GMP) 
to locate the requested information and I can confirm the information requested is held by GMP.  

Caveats: 






