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Information Access Unit 
Information Management and Data 
Directorate  

Date: 30/06/2026  
Our ref: 01/FOI/26/016989/R 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: 01/FOI/26/016989/R 

I write in connection with your request for information dated 03/06/2026, received by Greater 
Manchester Police (GMP) for the following information:  

I'm requesting data on children under 18 who have had a Taser fired at them (meaning the 
probes were deployed) by officers at your pole force between 1 January 2016 and 31 
December 2025. 

Please provide the following, broken down by calendar year in a table: 
1. The total number of children under 18 who had a Taser fired at them in each year.
2. The child's self-defined ethnicity (White, Black, Asian, Mixed, Other, or Not Stated).
3. The total number of incidents where the child was aged 10 or under, and the total

aged 11 to 17.
4. The recorded reason the Taser was fired (for example: serious or aggravated

resistance, aggressive resistance, active resistance).
5. Whether the child was found to be carrying a weapon, and if so what type.
6. Whether the child sustained an injury, and if so what type.

On points 2 and 3: Looking at previous FOI's I know some forces have declined to provide 
ethnicity and age data on the grounds it could identify a child. 

To be clear, I'm only asking for aggregate totals, not individual records. 

Result of Searches 

Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police 
(GMP) to locate information relevant to your request. I can confirm that the information you 
have requested is held by GMP.  
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CAVEATS 
 
In July 2019, GMP implemented one of the largest IT infrastructure changes in UK policing. 
The systems are in continual development and the data provided for this request is what the 
systems currently hold.  
 
In line with the Home Office guidance, each officer reports their own personal use of force. In 
cases where more than one officer used force on the same individual, there should be one 
record per officer. The records of use of force represent these individual officer submissions, 
therefore they may not equate to the number of incidents where force was used, nor do they 
represent the number of individuals against whom force was used.  
 
Person age information is the perceived age at the time of the incident and is recorded in 
ranges. The date of birth is held (if provided), however there are known data quality issues 
with this field therefore the perceived age range has been used as our preferred method.  
 
Person’s self-defined ethnicity is only recorded from May 2023 onwards. 
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