
Information Management & Data Directorate (IMDD), Information Access Unit, Greater Manchester Police 
Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS

Date:  22nd July 2026 

Our ref: FOI/26/017197/X 

I write in connection with your request for information dated 07/07/2026, received by Greater Manchester 
Police (GMP) for the following information: 

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we would be grateful if you could provide the 
following information: 
1. The count of offences of "animal-related" crime you recorded on your system in 2025/26.
Please see below for our exact definition of "animal-related" crime.
2. Total count of offences of "animal-related" crime you recorded on your system in 2025/26,
by offence code.
3. Total count of offences of "animal-related" crime you recorded in 2025/26, by outcome.
4. Total number of incidents recorded as "Animals/wildlife" in 2025/26.
5. The total number of calls with a call type 'animal', 'wildlife' or 'animal/wildlife' within
STORM (if STORM is used) in 2025/26.
6. Any known reason for why recorded reports might be lower than true volume of incidents.

Please provide this data for the 2025/26 financial year (date range 01/04/2025 - 31/03/2026). 

For the purposes of this request, we define "animal-related crime" as any incident which is 
logged against any of the following pieces of legislation: 

Animal Boarding Establishments Act 1963; Animal Health Act 1981; Animal Welfare Act 2006; 
Dangerous Dogs Act 1991; Deer Act 1991 Sec 1, 2, 3; Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act 1953; 
Game Act 1831 Sec 30; Hunting Act 2004 Sec 1, 3(1), 5; Night Poaching Act 1828 Sec 1; Pet 
Abduction Act 2024  Sec 1 and 2; Poaching Prevention Act 1862 Sec 2; Protection of Badgers 
Act 1992; Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975; Sea Fishing (Enforcement of Community 
Quota Measures) Order 1988; Sea Fishing (Prohibition on Removal of Shark Fins) Order 2007  
Sec 4,5,12; Sexual Offences Act 2003  Sec 69(1)(3) and Sec 69(2)(3); The Control of Dogs Order 
1992; Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966; Welfare of Farmed Animals Regulations 2007; Wild 
Mammals (Protection) Act 1996; Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 



 
 

 

 
Information Management & Data Directorate (IMDD), Information Access Unit, Greater Manchester Police 

Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS 

Result of Searches 
 
Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police (GMP) 
to locate information relevant to your request.  I can confirm that the information you have requested is 
held by GMP. 
 
However, GMP does not hold the information that you have requested in an easily retrievable format.  
 
In relation to question 5, to determine the number of calls relating to animals would require each call to 
be listened to in full. This is because not every call results in an incident and until an incident is 
recorded, we unable to determine the nature of the call. Between April 2025 and March 2026, GMP 
received 1,523,850 calls, all of which would need to be listened to determine the nature of the call. As 
such, it is anticipated it would take in excess of 18 hours to provide the requested information. 
 
Therefore, as per section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the cost of providing you with 
the information is above the amount to which we are legally required to respond i.e. the cost of 
locating and retrieving the information exceeds the ‘appropriate level’ as stated in the Freedom of 
Information (Fees and Appropriate Limit) Regulations 2004. 
 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice. 
 
Section 16(1) – the duty to provide advice and assistance – of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, 
Greater Manchester Police will be unable able to provide advice for you to reduce question 5 in order 
for the force to keep this within the fees limit.  
 
Should you wish to refine and resubmit your request in line with the advice above please respond to 
freedomofinformation@gmp.police.uk 
 
Although excess costs remove GMP’s obligations under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, as a 

gesture of goodwill I have supplied some information relative to your request that was retrieved before 

it was realised that the fees limit would be exceed (see below information). I hope that this is of use to 

you, but it does not affect our legal right to rely on the fee’s regulations for the remainder of your 

request. 

Caveats: 

 

In July 2019, GMP implemented one of the largest IT infrastructure changes in UK policing. The 

systems are in continual development and the data provided for this request is what the systems 

currently hold. 

 

This data contains crimes with a created date between 01/04/2025 and 31/03/2026 where the HO 5-

digit code is '099/99', '097/01', '097/02', '097/03', '097/04', '097/05', '008/21', '049/03', '098/91', '098/92', 

'098/95', '099/22', '098/63', '098/64', '088/03' or '088/04' and the crime falls under the listed legislation 

(Animal Boarding Establishments Act 1963; Animal Health Act 1981; Animal Welfare Act 2006; 

Dangerous Dogs Act 1991; Deer Act 1991 Sec 1, 2, 3; Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act 1953; Game 

Act 1831 Sec 30; Hunting Act 2004 Sec 1, 3(1), 5; Night Poaching Act 1828 Sec 1; Pet Abduction Act 

2024  Sec 1 and 2; Poaching Prevention Act 1862 Sec 2; Protection of Badgers Act 1992; Salmon and 

Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975; Sea Fishing (Enforcement of Community Quota Measures) Order 1988; 

Sea Fishing (Prohibition on Removal of Shark Fins) Order 2007  Sec 4,5,12; Sexual Offences Act 

2003  Sec 69(1)(3) and Sec 69(2)(3); The Control of Dogs Order 1992; Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966; 

Welfare of Farmed Animals Regulations 2007; Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996; Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981), excluding cancelled crimes and crimes classified as non-counting fraud. Further 

information about cancelled crimes can be obtained from the Home Office Counting Rules. Details 

regarding fraud crime can be obtained by contacting the NFIB.  

 





Information Management & Data Directorate (IMDD), Information Access Unit, Greater Manchester Police 
Openshaw Complex, Lawton Street, Openshaw, Manchester, M11 2NS

Total 1,853 

Question 4 

1,874 incidents with the closing code D17 (animal problems). This is the only incident code that 
specifically relates to animals.  

Question 5 – Exempt, please see above.  

Question 6  

If the incident/crime is not recorded correctly, it may be missed in this search. 




