
Information Access Unit, Information Management and Data Directorate, Greater Manchester Police, Openshaw Complex, 
Lawton Street, Manchester, M11 2NS

Date:  03/09/2026 
Our ref: 01/FOI/26/017389/D 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST REFERENCE NO: 01/FOI/26/017389/D 

I write in connection with your request for information dated 05/08/2026, received by Greater Manchester 
Police (GMP) for the following information: 

1. How many vehicles has your force seized under section 59 of the Police Reform Act 2002 in
each of the last five financial years? Please also provide a breakdown by month for the most
recent 12 months you hold.

2. How many vehicle defect rectification notices and prohibition notices has your force issued
over the same period, broken down by defect type — for example exhaust or silencer, window
tint or glazing, lighting, ride height or suspension, and tyres?

For both questions, please state the earliest date from which you hold this data. 

Result of Searches 
Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within Greater Manchester Police (GMP) 
to locate the requested information and I can confirm the information requested is held by GMP.  

However, GMP does not hold the information that you have requested in an easily retrievable format. 

GMP would be unable to fully comply with this element of the FOI request without conducting a 
manual review of hundreds of paper records covering the period from 2020 to August 2025, when the 
recording of prohibition notices became digital. Each record would need to be individually examined to 
identify and classify the relevant defect type. 

In the last 12 months alone, GMP has recorded 269 prohibition notices. Based on this volume, it is 
estimated that the time required to locate, retrieve and review the relevant records would exceed the 
18-hour cost limit prescribed under the Freedom of Information Act.












